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The Summer of our Discontent
Rev. Dr. Benjamin J. Broadbent, Lead Minister

In 2005, the year my son was born, | was about to transition from Associate
Minister to Lead Minister of the church where | was serving. Feeling in over my
head, | was helped by attending a lecture by Rev. Douglas Fitch, the pastor who
followed the iconic Rev. Cecil Williams at Glide Memorial Church in San Francisco.
“I’'ve always loved the church,” Fitch said, “but I’'ve never been satisfied with it.”

I've been feeling something similar as our country
approaches the 250" anniversary of its declaration of
independence from England. “I've always loved my »
country, but I've never been satisfied with it.”

e This year, I'm especially dissatisfied with %
the way we are treating our immigrant
and migrant neighbors upon whom our {
economy and our neighborhoods depend.
e |I'm dissatisfied with our stupid and illegal
war in Iran, less so because of high gas
prices, and more so because of the waste
of resources that could help humans flour-
ish rather than die.
e And I’'m dissatisfied with the dismantling
of our democratic system in favor of a cor-
rupt authoritarian one that privileges a
white, so-called “Christian” ideology
above all others.
For these reasons and more, I’'m thinking about the
three months ahead of us as “the summer of our dis-
content,” a play on the opening line of Shakespeare’s
Richard Il

If you share this discontent with me, my hope is that we can find ways not
simply to lament and complain, but to turn our discontentedness into
determination, to continue the perennial struggle to make our world, our nation,
and our church into more just, loving, and equitable places.

Continued on Page 2
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The Summer of our Discontent Continued from Page 1

In that 2005 lecture, Rev. Fitch spoke of the power of God’s love to transform the church, with which he
was both enamored and dissatisfied.

e God’s love is super-abundant, or it is not God’s love. It must be allowed to overflow. Therefore,
the church must extend an extravagant welcome.

e God’s love exceeds the bounds of our knowing, or it is not God’s love. It must be allowed to be
free. Therefore, the church should be open to wonder, both in the sense of being intellectually
curious and capable of becoming awestruck.

e God’s love expresses itself on behalf of the world, or it is not God’s love. It must be allowed to
impact the world. Therefore, the church is a positive and proactive witness to the possibility of a
just world.

Extravagant welcome. Openness to wonder. Positive and pro-active witness. Responsible antidotes to
“the summer of our discontent.”
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Summer
Circle

NEW SUMMER PROGRAM

CHILDREN AGES 4—12.

Every Sunday from June 14 — July 5 our kids will celebrate God’s creativity through
engaging stories, lively songs, cool costumes and fun crafts. Class will meet directly
following the Children’s Message until 11:00 a.m. The program will conclude on July
12 by sharing some of what they have learned with the congregation during the
worship service on July 12. Contact Tirza Dawn, Faith Formation Coordinator, with
guestions: faithformation@uccseb.org.
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JUNE 2026 WORSHIP
The Season after Pentecost

Worship Details...
We worship in the sanctuary on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Services are live streamed on YouTube & Facebook
Weekly bulletin and announcements available at www.uccseb.org

JUNE 7 - Pride Sunday / 1* Sunday after Pentecost

On this day following the Sonoma County Pride

Parade, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy

Communion. Sasza Anderson shares special music and Rev.
Dr. Benjamin J. Broadbent, Lead

Minister, preaches a sermon entitled, “When God Comes
Out.”

JUNE 14 - Juneteenth Sunday / 2™ Sunday after Pentecost
On this Sunday before the Juneteenth national

holiday, Nadine Sanders shares special music, and the litur-
gy is based on the work and words of

Fannie Lou Hamer. Pastor Benjamin preaches a sermon on

Matthew 9:35—-10:23 entitled, “On the Road with Fannie.”

JUNE 21 - 3" Sunday after Pentecost / Fathers’ Day

Today guest preacher, and our church’s future

intern, Ross Pimentel, preaches a sermon on Matthew
10:24-39 entitled, “Breaking What Breaks Us.” Tirza Dawn

gives the Children’s Message and Raymond Dougherty o
leads the Prayer Practice. :

JUNE 28 - 4™ Sunday after Pentecost / Open & Affirming

Sunday

As we conclude Pride month on this official “ONA” Sunday of our denomination, the United Church of
Christ, guest preacher Steve Reid preaches a sermon on Matthew 10:40-42 entitled, “A Cup of Cold
Water.” Alvin Hukins offers the welcome and Mary Culberson leads the Prayer Practice.

Coming in July... Interdependence Sunday, New Members join, children singers, original special music
composition by Garth Watson



https://www.youtube.com/@TheCommunityChurchofSebastopol/streams
https://www.facebook.com/uccseb
https://uccseb.org/worship/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=60&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=61&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=61&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=62&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading

CONNECTION

Jenny wasn’t raised in a faith tradition. Her parents had been raised in
the South in more conservative Christian traditions. While they were
politically active and generous, both rejected the religious traditions
they came from because of the hypocrisy they had experienced in
church communities.

When her mother suddenly passed away, Jenny began caring for her
father, who had Alzheimer’s. She navigated the loss and grief largely on
her own. “My world had grown small,” she explains, “and | recognized |
needed something in my life.”

By the time she moved to Sonoma County two years ago, she felt ready

to find community. Driving Highway 116, Jenny kept noticing Community Church’s signs and flags and eventually
looked it up online. Attending a church felt intimidating, especially because she wasn’t familiar with church culture,
but she went anyway.

From her first visit, the warmth of the welcome made it clear she had found a place she needed to be. “Ben’s ser-
mons resonated with me, and | felt a renewed connection to Jesus’s teaching” Jenny says. “It felt good that the con-
gregation welcomed everyone, even those with questions.”

Jenny’s sensitivity to others was shaped early. Because of a hearing impairment she has had since birth, Jenny was
bullied for wearing hearing aids and stopped using them until after high school. Those experiences deepened her
awareness of what others carry, and her career became rooted in social justice work.

While living in Portland, Jenny worked with Jesuit Volunteer Corps Northwest. Their values of community, simple
living, social and ecological justice, and spirituality connected her to liberation theology and influenced her thinking.
Through them, she saw the church’s capacity to be a force for good.

At Community Church, she found those same values alive. Members connected her with the North Bay Organizing
Project, which is now an important part of her life. The church’s unanimous vote to become a sanctuary church was
especially meaningful. “That the church would show up in this way to support our undocumented neighbors,” she
explains “and that the church has a Faith in Action team to support actions in the community, is central to my com-
mitment to Community Church.”

The meditation group, Outreach Committee, Faith in Action team, and the church’s wider commitment to justice
have all deepened her connection here.

Today, Community Church has become a central hub of Jenny’s life, something other activities revolve around.
“Since coming to the church, I’'m open to experiencing and trusting in a way | haven’t been in the past,” she says. “I
see a change in myself that’s hard to put in words, but | feel more open. | pay more attention to an internal voice. |
still grapple with what God is but have moments of peace and expansiveness like | had as a child.”

“I can’t imagine navigating the fraught, challenging times we’re in” she adds “without the supportive community
and the grounding of growing in my faith with others at the church.”

People long for connection. For Jenny, Community Church is a place to connect with like-minded people who care
about others and are focused on living with purpose and hope.




Better Never Than Late
Joy Richards

There is something deeply satisfying about ringing hand-
bells. Their voices are bright and clear, yet full of warmth, as
if each note carries both light and tenderness. Ringing hand-
bells is both disciplined and joyful—challenging at times but
always uplifting. Each ringer holds only a few bells, yet to-
gether the ensemble creates something no one person
could achieve alone. That shared effort is part of what
makes handbell ringing so special: it is music built on trust,
unity, and love.

Handbell music also teaches ringers to listen in a deeper way. A ringer cannot focus only on their own
notes; they must pay attention to the rhythm, the melody, the director, and even the breathing of the
group. In that sense, handbell ringing becomes more than performance. It becomes a symphony of
shared sound, where every person matters and every entrance has meaning. | get joy in knowing that
even the smallest note | ring contributes to the beauty of the whole.

Beyond the music itself, handbell ringing creates a unique sense of community—one that | look
forward to every week. Rehearsals bring laughter, concentration, and satisfaction of a job well done.
Performances bring the thrill of sharing the beauty of handbells with others. Audiences often respond
with wonder because the sound is so distinctive: delicate and powerful at the same time. For the
ringers, that response is a gift and a reminder that music can touch hearts in ways words often cannot.

You do not have to know how to read music to ring handbells, although it certainly helps. Handbell
music has its own notation and techniques and learning them can feel like learning a new language. |
do not play another instrument, so | keep a cheat sheet to help me remember the symbols and
methods.

Even though our choir does not play highly advanced music, | still find it challenging to pick up the right
bell at the right moment and ring flats or sharps when needed. Timing is everything. If a note comes in
late, the melody and rhythm can be disrupted. As our director often says, it is better to skip a note and
keep going than to ring it at the wrong time, better never than late.

Handbells may look sturdy and indestructible, but they are actually quite fragile. Even the oil from our
hands can damage the finish, so the bells must be handled and maintained with care. They are
polished regularly and occasionally sent out for tune-ups, where parts may be replaced and the bells
are adjusted to preserve their proper pitch and overtones.

Why do | love handbells? | first heard them on Main Street in Grass Valley, California, during the
annual Cornish Christmas celebration. A Methodist church bell choir was performing, and | stood there
enthralled for a full thirty minutes until my husband came looking for me. To me, they sounded like
pure heaven, and felt like a warm hug. Handbells are accessible to people like me who do not play an-
other instrument, and they offer the gift of making music. To ring handbells is to experience the joy of
being part of something beautiful, something shared, and something full of heart.
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Gathering The Waters of Summer

This summer, we are asking all
members and friends of the
Community Church of Sebastopol to
bring back small samples of water
from your travels. For example, if you
go to Oahu, bring back a few ounces
of Hawaiian ocean water. If you go
tubing on the Russian River, bring
back some water from your float. If you
go to Europe, bring back water from
one of those fancy fountains they have
over there. If you go to a French
restaurant in Santa Rosa, bring us

back some water from your drinking
glass.

Use a simple, small container like a sample size shampoo bottle. Bring it to the church
office and leave it with an attached note telling us who you are and where you collected
the water. On September 13, we will bless all of the gathered waters of summer and use
the collected water, after disinfecting it, in baptisms over the coming year. This will be a
fun way to share our summer adventures with each other and a way to offer thanksgiv-
ing to God for the waters of the world that sustain us and bring us joy.

With questions, contact Pastor Benjamin at 719.238.5347 or pastorbenjamin@uccseb.org.
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BIRTHDAYS
IN
JUNE

Birthdays are also listed in the Kindred
Connection email sent every Thursday. If you
would like to receive the weekly email, please
contact the church office at 707-823-2484 or
office@uccseb.org.

JUNE 1
Jenny Douglas
Brian Plaugher
Lincoln Warner

JUNE 2
Keith Blackstone
Garik Goodell
Chris Hudlow
Elin Lennox

JUNE 3
Mariel Wurfel

JUNE 4
Alicia Boal

Paul Downing

JUNE 6
Jan Barrow
Casey Card

Richard Goodell
Brian Purcell
Reid Sanderson

JUNE 8
Diana Lebeck

JUNE 9
Ethan DelMonte

JUNE 10
Alena Basso
Vivi Berndt

JUNE 12
Rachel Allen

JUNE 14
Jimmy Hooper
Judy Kinsey
Maralee Wienert

JUNE 15
Jamie Malone
Blythe Osner

JUNE 16

Elise Lovejoy

JUNE 17
Paul Louden
Abi McGinnis

JUNE 18
Annabelle Bagley

Ainsley Curtis

JUNE 21
Alicia Sanchez

JUNE 22
Gary Bachelor
Beth Larsen

JUNE 23
Tracy Amiral

JUNE 24

Bernie Hovden

JUNE 26
Nancy Choromanski
Joseph Plaugher
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SCHOOL SUPPLY DONATION DRIVE

Starting May 12, 2026

The Mission & Outreach Team is collecting
Backpack supplies. All donations will be taken
To our Village Closet, a local Sonoma County
Organization that supports children and youth
impacted by foster care and kinship care
situations.

Please donate only new, high-quality supplies to the basket
in the church entry by July 12, 2026.

e Lunch boxes

e Metal water bottles (adult size)

e New tennis shoes (youth - adult sizes)

* Pencil bags/boxes

e Crayons (36-count or less)

e Crayons (oversized for small hands)

e Binder divider tabs ¢ Character folders (2 pocket)
e Spiral notebook (college & wide)

e Lined paper (college & wide)

e Composition books (college & wide)

* 3 ring binders (1-inch or smaller)

* Glue sticks

e Kids scissors (left & right-handed)

e Markers (24-count or smaller, thin & thick)
e |ce packs (for lunch boxes)

e Hand sanitizer (5-oz size)

For more information, please contact Kathy Matthies kathleenmatthies57@gmail.com .
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SONOMA COUNTY PRIDE

ADVANCE
ADVOCATE r e
ACT UP

Save the Date for Santa Rosa’s 2026 Pride Parade
June 6, 2026

Plan on participating by marching in the parade with many from
our church to advance our advocacy and act up by waving our
street banners.

Parade Meets at 10:00 a.m.
Fremont Park

844 5 Street Santa Rosa

Attend Pride Sunday at church June 7
Look for other Pride Month events TBA




GRAINS OF SALT

GNC TUARY FLOWERS \

beautify our worship space
every Sunday. To sponsor
flowers in honor of a

person or event, sign up on
the poster in the Narthex.

SPECS OF LIGHT

./ INQUIRERS’ CLASS meets Sun, June 14, \

11:15 a.m. —12:30 p.m. in the Media Room,
facilitated by Pastor Benjamin. Meet new people,
learn more about Community Church, and con-
sider joining as a member. By June 7, RSVP to
Pastor Benjamin at 707.861.8099 / pastorbenja-
min@uccseb.org.

A 4

SPIRITUAL EXPLORATION (formerly Online

Bible Study) meets Tuesdays, 5:00-6:30 FOOD & DRINKS
p.m via Zoom. Log in at 4:40 p.m. for some We appreciate your cooperation
chat time before the Bible Study starts. with not bringing food and
Contact Gail Thomas for the link at drinks into the Chapel or
707.758.0295 / poohcorner- Sanctuary.
farm@comcast.net.

SUMMER MUSIC OFFERINGS

More Info and registration coming
soon.

Share your musical gifts in wor-
ship this summer while our en-
sembles are on break. Solos and
small groups are welcome, and

SAVE THE DATE! AUGUST 28—30, 2026 piano or guitar accompaniment
All Church Camp at Westminster can be provided. To sign up, con-
Woods. tact Andy DelMonte at delmon-

temusic@yahoo.com.
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JUNE PRIDE MONTH 2026 Events at Community

JUNE 1 Prayer Shawls, 10 am, Fireside Room
JUNE 2 Grounds Team, 9 am, Church Campus
Shower Program, 9 am, Memorial Hall
Spiritual Exploration Group, 5 pm, Zoom
Pastor Parish Relations Team, 5 pm, Fireside Room
Men’s Discussion Group, 6 pm, Fireside Room
JUNE 3 Coffee & Care, 10 am, Offsite
JUNE 4 Meditation Group, 12 pm, Room 6
All Church Camp Planning, 7 pm, Zoom
Women'’s Fellowship Card Writing, 2 pm, WF Room
JUNE 6 PRIDE PARADE, MEET 10 am, Fremont Park
JUNE 7 PRIDE SUNDAY/1*" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Worship Service, 10 am, Sanctuary
Kinship Time, 11:15 am, Bell Tower Courtyard
Church Chat, 11:15 am, Chapel
JUNE 8 Health & Safety Team, 3:30 pm, Room 6
JUNE 9 Grounds Team, 9 am, Church Campus
Shower Program, 9 am, Memorial Hall
Spiritual Exploration Group, 5 pm, Zoom
Pastor Parish Relations Team, 5 pm, Fireside Room
Outreach Committee, 7 pm, Fireside Room

JUNE 10 Coffee & Care, 10 am, Offsite

Facilities Committee, 6:30 pm, Fireside Room
JUNE 11 Meditation Group, 12 pm, Room 6

All Church Camp Planning, 7 pm, Zoom
JUNE 13 Second Saturday Lunch, 12 pm, Fellowship Hall
JUNE 14 JUNETEENTH SUNDAY/2"° SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Worship Service, 10 am, Sanctuary

Summer Circle, 10:15 am, Room 5

Kinship Time, 11:15 am, Bell Tower Courtyard
Inquirer’s Class, 11:15 am, Media Room

JUNE 15 SALT & LIGHT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Prayer Shawls, 10 am, Fireside Room
JUNE 16 Grounds Team, 9 am, Church Campus

Shower Program, 9 am, Memorial Hall
Finance Committee, 3:30 pm, Fireside Room
Spiritual Exploration Group
Leadership Council, 6 pm, Media Room
JUNE 17 Coffee & Care, 10 am, Offsite
Continued Page 12

11




JUNE PRIDE MONTH 2026 Events at Community Church cont...

JUNE 18
JUNE 19
JUNE 21

JUNE 23

JUNE 24
JUNE 25
JUNE 28

JUNE 30

Meditation Group, 12 pm, Room 6
JUNETEENTH HOLIDAY, OFFICE CLOSED

3"° SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST/FATHERS’ DAY
Worship Service, 10 am, Sanctuary
Summer Circle, 10:15 am, Room 5
Kinship Time, 11:15 am, Bell Tower Courtyard
Grounds Team, 9 am, Church Campus
Shower Program, 9 am, Memorial Hall
Spiritual Exploration Group, 5 pm, Zoom
Coffee & Care, 10 am, Offsite
Meditation Group, 12 pm, Room 6

4™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST/OPEN & AFFIRMING SUNDAY
Worship Service, 10 am, Sanctuary
Summer Circle 10:15 am, Room 5
Kinship Time, 11:15 am, Bell Tower Courtyard
Grounds Team, 9 am, Church Campus
Shower Program, 9 am, Memorial Hall
Spiritual Exploration Group, 5 pm, Zoom
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