
NOVEMBER 30, 2025 – 1ST SUNDAY IN ADVENT: HOPE 
Today begins a new season and a new year in the liturgical calendar.  During 
Advent, which means “Coming,” we light candles.  Today we light the candle of 
Hope and Pastor Benjamin preaches a sermon on Matthew 24:36-44 entitled, 
“Sleepless in Sebastopol.” 
 
 TODAY 
NURSERY CARE for infants to age 4 in the Nursery, 9:45 a.m.–12:30 p.m. with 
Nursery Attendants Eliana Green & Kelli Clark. 
 
ADVENT CHILDREN’S CHOIR for people in Kindergarten thru 5th grade rehearses 11:00 – 11:15 
a.m. For details, see “Advent & Christmas” below. 
 
FAITH FORMATION HOUR, 11:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. 

• ALL-AGES ADVENT WREATH–MAKING, Fellowship Hall. Facilitated by Kathy Matthies. 
 
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL available in the Narthex: “Heaven’s Earthly Life” Wendell Berry and the 
Poetry of Advent. 
 
FRESH WREATHS on sale in the Bell Tower Courtyard during Kinship Time. See “Christmas 
Wreaths & See’s Candy” below. 
 

UPCOMING 
WOMEN’S RETREAT at Walker Creek Ranch in Petaluma January 16–18, 2026. 
Theme: “Lord, Prepare Me To Be A Sanctuary,” facilitated by Kathy Bell & Amy 
Furber Dobson. Deadline to register: Dec 29. Click or scan the QR code. Contact 
Chris Chang Weeks at ccweek@mac.com. 
 
MEN’S RETREAT at St. Columba’s Retreat House in Inverness,  
Fri – Sun, Jan 30–Feb 1, 2026 with facilitator Nathan Oates: “Stability: An Ancient 
Monastic Practice.” Click or scan the QR code to register. Contact Stuart Mitchell at 
stuartmit@gmail.com.  

 
 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
ADVENT CHILDREN’S CHOIR for people in Kindergarten thru 5th grade rehearses for 15 minutes 
following worship on Sundays through Dec 21, and will sing in worship Dec 21and on Christmas Eve 
at 4:30. Contact Andy DelMonte, Choral Director, at delmontemusic@yahoo.com / 707.239.4455. 
 
ALTERNATIVE GIFTS catalogs now available in the Bell Tower Courtyard during Kinship Time and 
in the church office. Recipients receive a card with a description of the gift. Contact Joyce Cox at b-j-
cox@att.net. 
 
DECORATE THE CHRISTMAS TREE in the sanctuary entryway with hats, scarves, and gloves for 
those who need them. The tree will be up and ready for your items Nov 30 – Dec 14. Contact Joyce 
Cox at b-j-cox@att.net. 
 
CHRISTMAS WREATHS & SEE’S CANDY to support Women’s Retreat available following worship 
in the Bell Tower Courtyard. Wreaths on sale Nov 30 and Dec 7 for $30. See’s Candy on sale starting 
Sun, Dec 7. Contact Jane Huneke at jane.huneke1@gmail.com / 707.829.0750. 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT BAGS for residents of the Sam Jones Shelter available Sun, Nov 30. Take an 
empty bag and fill it with the list inside the bag and return by Mon, Dec 8. Fill more than one or split 
the list with a friend.  
 
INTERGENERATIONAL ADVENT WORKSHOP Sun, Dec 6 during Faith Formation Hour in the 
Fellowship Hall. Enjoy crafts, food, and music for all ages. Contact Tirza Dawn at 
faithformation@uccseb.org. 
 
INTER-CHURCH FOOD PANTRY BENEFIT CONCERT featuring Joyful Noise Gospel Singers with 
Benjamin Mertz & Melanie DeMore in the sanctuary on Sun, Dec 7, at 4:00 p.m. Donations gladly 
accepted. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

• 4:30 p.m. Family Friendly Candlelight Service with “Pop-Up” Pageant 
• 7:00 p.m. Candlelight Service with Choir, Handbells & Sermon 

 
ON-GOING 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY has resumed their weekly meetings Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. in Room 6 
Visitors and newcomers always welcome. Contact Norma Watson at normawatson1949@gmail.com. 
 
ONLINE BIBLE STUDY meets Wednesdays, 5:00–6:30 p.m. via Zoom. Contact Gail Thomas for the 
link at 707.758.0295 / poohcornerfarm@comcast.net.  
 
MEDITATION GROUP meets Thursdays, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. in Room 6. Contact Mary Culberson at 
707.525.1730 / marycculberson@gmail.com.  
 
DREAMWORK GROUP meets on Thursdays, 5:30–6:30 p.m. in Room 6. Newcomers and visitors 
welcome. Contact Raymond Dougherty at 707.338.2500 / raymonddougherty@sbcglobl.net. 
 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS beautify our worship space every Sunday. To sponsor flowers in honor of a 
person or event, sign up on the poster in the Narthex or contact Kathy Matthies at  
kathleenmatthies57@gmail.com. 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
GODLY PLAY happens on the 2nd and 4th Sunday. Contact Terri Harper at 707.236.2448 / 
beelady59@gmail.com. 
 
YOUTH GROUPS (Grades 6–8 & 9–12) meet weekly for “God & Donuts,” 11:15 a.m.–1:00 p.m. in the 
Youth Lounge. No meeting Nov 30. 
For information about Faith Formation programs for children, youth, and adults, contact Tirza Dawn 
at faithformation@uccseb.org. 

 
OUTREACH 

INTER-CHURCH FOOD PANTRY basket is located in the Sanctuary entry. The requested item for 
December is Peanut Butter. Perishable or expired food should not be left. Contact Mark Albin at 
707.829.1492 or malbin@sonic.net. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CALL FOR LITURGISTS to help lead worship on an upcoming Sunday in November and December 
Contact Maria Culberson, Liturgist Coordinator, at 707.696.6908. 
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Today1ST Sunday in Advent: HOPE 
  10:00 am Worship Service, Sanctuary & Online 
  11:00 am Kinship Time, Fellowship Hall 
  11:00 am Advent Children’s Choir, Sanctuary 
  11:15 am Advent Wreath Making, Fellowship Hall 
 Monday 10:00 am Prayer Shawls, Fireside Room   
 Tuesday 9:00 am Grounds Team, Campus 
  9:00 am Shower Program, Memorial Hall 
  4:00 pm Handbell Ensemble, Sanctuary 
  6:00 pm Men’s Discussion Group, Fireside Room 
 Wednesday 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study, Room 6 
  5:00 pm Online Bible Study, Zoom 
 Thursday 12:00 pm Meditation Group, Room 6 
  2:00 pm WF Card Writing Ministry, WF Room 
  5:30 pm Drop In Dreamwork Group, Room 6 
  6:00 pm Chancel Choir, Choir Room  
 Friday   No Church Programs 
 Saturday 9:30 am Accompaniment Training, Fellowship Hall 
Next Sunday 2ND Sunday in Advent: FAITH 
  10:00 am Worship Service, Sanctuary & Online 
  11:00 am Kinship Time, Fellowship Hall 
  11:00 am Advent Children’s Choir, Sanctuary 
  11:15 am Intergenerational Advent Crafts, Fellowship Hall 
  4:00 pm Joyful Noise Food Pantry Concert, Sanctuary 
 

FLOURISHING TOGETHER (as of 11/26) 
• 3-Year Capital Campaign – 96 households have committed $820,306 toward our $1.2 million 

goal. We’re doing great. Keep it up! 
• 2026 Local Ministry & Outreach – 86 households have already returned Intent Cards totaling 

$288,830.  
BULLETIN & WEEKLY EMAIL content due in digital form to Joy Richards, Congregational 
Administrator, at office@uccseb.org by Noon on Wednesdays. Salt & Light articles for January edition 
due December 15. 
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