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“Realness” 
 
Today is the third Sunday after Epiphany, the Christian liturgical season between Christmas and 
Lent. “As Christians, a central part of our faith is that God is always revealing Godself to us. 
God desires relationship with humanity so much that God is always unfolding new ways for us to 
encounter God’s presence [and purpose]. This is what the season of epiphany is all about. In the 
season of epiphany we celebrate those moments when God’s love and glory and joy break in, 
those epiphanies where God is revealed in our midst.” (Sharon Fennema) And in this season, we 
celebrate how those epiphanies impact us, how witnessing God’s presence changes us and the 
new journey that lies ahead because of all that has been revealed to us. 
 
It can be helpful for us to remember the season that we are in when approaching scripture 
because doing so can offer new meaning and unique ways to enter into the story. Each season 
traces different theological ideas and themes, and raises different questions for our formational 
journey as disciples of Christ. If we encountered today’s scripture in Advent, for example, we 
might ask ourselves, How is this story inviting us to watch and wait and prepare the way for 
God’s love to come into the world? Today, because we are in the season of epiphany, we are 
invited to ask, How is God’s presence and purpose being revealed in this story and how is that 
epiphany forming us anew? 
 
At this point in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 4, verse 14, we have not spent a whole lot of time 
with Jesus. Up until this moment, Luke’s story has mostly been concerned with those who came 
before Jesus, the people who were a part of Jesus’ formational journey such as Mary and 
Elizabeth, Simeon and Anna, and John the Baptist. We have witnessed their unique prophecies 
and ministries in the world, but, so far, we have not yet witnessed Jesus’ prophetic ministry, until 
this moment. Just verses before today’s text, Jesus is found in the desert for 40 days and 40 
nights, an epiphany journey of his own where he got real with himself about the calling God had 
placed on his life. Filled with that clarity, Jesus returns to Nazareth, enters the synagogue, and 
reads from the book of Isaiah, reigniting the prophet’s words reminding us of God’s promise that 
all people will be free.  
 
Remember, this story comes to us in epiphany. That means that the teaching Jesus picks from 
Isaiah can be understood as an epiphany—when Jesus speaks these words, the presence and 
purpose of God is revealed. 
God’s presence and purpose is revealed when Jesus proclaims, “…bring good news to the 
poor…” 
God’s presence and purpose is revealed when Jesus proclaims, “…release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind…” 
God’s presence and purpose is revealed when Jesus proclaims, “…let the oppressed go free.”  
Jesus names each of these epiphanies and then he rolls up the scroll and says, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  



“Fulfilled,” Jesus says, meaning “fully realized, completed, achieved.” Like me, do you find 
yourself asking, “How can this be?” Jesus’ ministry has only just begun, there are still 20 more 
chapters of the Gospel of Luke. The oppressed are not yet free, not in Jesus’ time, not in ours. 
What has been fulfilled then, what is done? It is perhaps here, in Jesus’ final statement, that 
another epiphany, another revelation of God’s presence and purpose, is waiting for us.  
 
I keep thinking about Jesus’ epiphany journey, out there wandering in the desert, facing 
temptations, each time getting real about God’s presence in him and the purpose set upon his life. 
What if that is what Jesus means by fulfilled? Not that everything is done, that there’s nothing 
left to do. “Today, the scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing,” meaning now we are clear on 
God’s presence and purpose in and for our lives. It has been revealed. We have heard, 
encountered, received the calling to release the captive, free the oppressed, bring good news to 
the poor. When Jesus got real in this purpose, he committed the rest of his life to making it so, to 
fulfilling this prophesy. As disciples of Christ, we too are called to fulfill this purpose, to get real 
and “put our faith into action.”  
 
As I have been preparing for this service, my final worship service with Community Church, I 
have found myself grateful for today’s Gospel story and the epiphany teachings it offers us about 
presence, purpose and fulfillment. One of the hardest parts for me when leaving a ministry, is all 
that still feels unfinished, unfulfilled. All the hopes that we didn’t yet live into together, all the 
ideas left incomplete, all the life events that won’t be shared. There can be so much that feels not 
fulfilled. And yet, even in the midst of all of that, there is another fulfillment at work. In this 
place, in our ministries together, we have at times, encountered God. There have been epiphany 
moments that both reveal God’s presence and purpose and show us what it means to fulfill that 
purpose.   
 
I have witnessed God’s purpose fulfilled in this community countless times in youth group, 
every time youth members show up in the fullness of who God has created them to be, in every 
journey and question and expression of identity and belovedness.  
 
I have witnessed God’s purpose fulfilled every time youth members have voiced concerns about 
the earth and then shared practices for individual and collective action for climate justice.  
 
I have witnessed God’s purpose fulfilled in this community when members said we care about 
housing justice and then built two huts in the parking lot for people to have a safe place to sleep 
and get connected to resources.  
 
I have witnessed God’s purpose fulfilled in this community when we have worship and prayed, 
learned and laughed, leaned into discomfort and opened ourselves to transformation.   
 
Today, we are reminded that our purpose is to release the captive, free the oppressed, bring good 
news to the poor. That is a purpose that is always with us, connecting us across time and place, 
because it is our calling as Christians to make it real, to fulfill the scriptures and “proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor.” And we, like Jesus, get to commit the rest of our lives to making it so, 
making it real.   
 



The good news of today’s Epiphany Gospel is that when it comes to encountering God’s 
presence and making God’s purpose real, there is no end what is possible. We all have a role to 
play in this ongoing story of fulfillment. Could we find ourselves in an epiphany moment like 
Jesus, saying, now we are clear on God’s presence and purpose in and for our lives. It has been 
revealed. We have heard, encountered, received the calling. Now, the question is, how will each 
of us commit to making God’s purpose real? 
 
How are the questions of voting rights an invitation to make real God’s purpose, to free the 
oppressed? 
 
How are mounting COVID cases in this country’s jails an invitation to make real God’s purpose, 
to release those in captivity? 
 
How is the struggle for critical race theory to be taught and understood, an invitation to make 
real God’s purpose, to recover sight? 
 
How are student and teacher strikes across the country, demanding safe education models during 
COVID, an invitation to make real God’s purpose, to bring good news? 
 
Jesus showed us what needs to be done. No matter where we are or how we serve, it is this 
purpose that we are called to fulfill. In this season of epiphany, may we continue to open 
ourselves to the presence of God that is emerging in every moment, at every turn. And may that 
presence change us and empower us to make freedom our purpose until God’s kin-dom is real. 
Amen.  


