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Now, you may be thinking, Christmas is still almost a week away, why is today’s scripture about 
Jesus as a baby in the temple? Shouldn’t we save that story until after Mary and Joseph have 
traveled to the stable, and the shepherds and the angels and the kings have all rejoiced and 
brought their gifts? If Advent is the season of waiting and preparation, doesn’t today’s scripture 
jump us ahead a little too fast? If you are asking all of those questions, well, I agree with you. I 
don’t even like to include the three wise-people as part of the Christmas pageant because they 
don’t arrive until Epiphany! But here we are wondering about how we are called to share God’s 
dream of Love and our companions in the dreaming are two elders—Simeon and Anna, and the 
Holy Family. On this last Sunday of Advent, this Sunday of Love, what might Anna and Simeon 
be able to teach us about watching, waiting and preparing the way for God’s dream of Love on 
earth?  
 
We don’t know a lot about Simeon and Anna. Actually, almost all that we are told is that both 
Simeon and Anna are well versed in the ways of watching and waiting. Simeon has spent his life 
devoted to looking for the salvation of his people. Simeon has watched and waited each day, 
preparing himself, believing God’s salvation would come in his lifetime. And then there is Anna, 
who, at the age of 84, had spent most of her life as a widow. We are told that Anna too, was a 
prophet who spent day and night praying in the temple. I wonder what each of them encountered 
in their many days, years, indeed decades of waiting?  
 
I imagine they survived the rule of many kings and religious leaders working in league with the 
Roman Empire and the different ways power was exercised over the people. I imagine that from 
their ancestors and faith, they inherited stories of other unjust earthly empires and the prayers 
and practices that compelled people to prepare for a new day. I imagine that Anna faced 
particular challenges as an elder and a woman living without a husband, in a patriarchal society. 
Whatever they encountered, Simeon and Anna knew that liberation for all people was needed 
and they believed that this salvation would come. And when it did come, they recognized it.  
What if that is what it means for us to share God’s dream of Love?  
 
What if love is being so grounded in God’s promises that our whole lives are oriented to watch 
for them, to expect them?   
 
What if sharing God’s dream of love is not only expecting to encounter liberation, but also 
learning to recognize it in every moment?  
 
What if love means living our lives in ways that show that we truly believe that in our lifetime, 
all people will be saved, all people will be free?  
 
Earlier this week, the world lost one of our contemporary prophets, bell hooks, who died at the 
age of 69. hooks was a Black feminist theorist who spent a great deal of time thinking about the 



contours of love from the perspective of Black women, among other things. In her essay, “Love 
as the Practice of Freedom,” hooks writes,  
 

“The moment we choose to love, we begin to move against domination, against 
oppression. The moment we choose to love we begin to move towards freedom, to act in 
ways that liberate ourselves and others. That action is the testimony of love as the 
practice of freedom.”  

 
For hooks, love wasn’t a sentiment but a daily practice, chosen each day, each moment. To 
practice love requires dedicated attention, just like the kind of dedicated attention and 
preparation Simeon and Anna modeled for us.    
 
Like Anna and Simeon, we are living in times where it can be hard to be hopeful. In the face of 
so many layered injustices—unjust healthcare during a global pandemic, racist institutions and 
policies at every level of our society, and increasing climate disasters, to name a few, it is wise to 
be overwhelmed. When we really take in all the ways that our world is not the way it is supposed 
to be, all the ways in which God’s dream of love seems like a naïve fantasy, it is fitting to find 
ourselves in some sense of despair.  
 
In our overwhelm and exhaustion, why would we believe that God’s salvation for all people will 
be known in our lifetimes? And yet, here we are, called to share God’s dream, watching and 
waiting and preparing the way for that dream to arrive at any moment. Perhaps Simeon and Anna 
can offer us some clues about what it takes to be so grounded in God’s promises that our whole 
lives are oriented to expect them and to recognize the fulfillment of God’s dream of love when 
we encounter it.   
 
Anna and Simeon were grounded in prayer. 
Anna and Simeon were daily encountering the stories of God’s steadfast love across generations. 
Anna and Simeon were deeply imbedded and invested in community. 
Anna and Simeon show that we all have the capacity to encounter God. 
Anna and Simeon truly expected the world to move toward love and freedom in their lifetimes. 
Anna and Simeon knew how to celebrate the victories when they come, because no moment is 
too small for freedom and every moment, the choice to love.  
 
Creator, now you may dismiss your servant in peace; 
 your word has been fulfilled.  
My own eyes have seen the salvation  
that you have prepared in the sight of every people. 
 
In many Christian monastic traditions, this is the song or spoken prayer offered each day at the 
very end of Compline, or Night Prayer. That is to say that in a monastic community, Simeon’s 
words are among the last words you would utter before entering into total silence until you speak 
again at Morning Prayer. Imagine that for a moment. What do you usually end each day thinking 
and talking about? I know for me, I’m usually still talking about work, or something challenging 
I heard in the news or saying something mundane like, “Hey Sharon, what’s your schedule like 
in the morning? Who’s walking Chuck (our dog)?” After closing my eyes thinking about all of 



these things, I then often wake up in the middle of the night with the to-do list running through 
my thoughts or dreams. Perhaps some of you can relate to this.  
 
Having lived in a monastery for a time, I remember what it was like to repeat these prayers every 
day and how this repetition allowed the prayers to sink deeper and deeper into my being, forming 
my subconscious and conscious thoughts and actions. It is not by accident that Simeon’s Song 
are the final words at Night Prayer. How might our sleeping and waking dreams change if we 
prepared for them each night saying, “My own eyes have witnessed the salvation that you, God, 
have prepared for all people.” I wonder, could this simple practice help ground us in God’s 
promises, and slowly, over time, reoriented us to expect them and to recognize the fulfillment of 
God’s dream of love when we encounter it?  
 
We are heading towards the winter solstice, the longest night of the year. On this night we hold 
that in this season there is unexpected joy but also deep grief and despair. Just as Anna and 
Simeon held these complexities in their daily preparations, may we too truly expect to witness 
God’s promises fulfilled. In the darkness, may we expect to encounter the depth of god’s 
salvation. In the darkness, may we choose the unknown path that leads to freedom. In the 
darkness, may we speak God’s dream of love.  
 
 
 


