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Purpose and Connection
By Acting Lead Minister, Rev. Rachel Knuth

-

Only Y of my children have school off during Holy Week this year. | know school
calendars are secular and that’s ok, it's a re-
flection of the broader culture, and besides it's
not like sports have crept onto Easter Sunday
(yet!). But part of me still feels stubborn about
it. If I'm being super honest, | want our whole
world to take a big week-long in-breath, so
we can collectively let it out together: Alleluia!
New Life is possible for alll (Not that the whole
world needs to convert to Christianity, but a
global acknowledgment of brokenness fol-
lowed by a worldwide vision of hope, sounds
pretty good right now).

The stories of Holy Week are some of the most
important in our Christian faith: foot washing,
the Last Supper, the arrest and trial of Jesus,
crucifixion and burial. These stories speak to
the places of crucifixion around us right now- |
think of war, poverty and housing issues, addic-
tion, and illness... We need these stories of humility

and suffering, facing death and brokenness, forgiveness and grace. | want to linger
here... Do you?

Threshold by T. Denise Anderson

| saw a recent article on why Christians avoid Holy Week— why many of us want to
skip over the hard stuff. It's why some churches tell the Passion story on Palm Sun-
day, or tack Tenebrae at the end of Maundy Thursday. Pastors have had to sneak a
bit of Holy Week into Sunday worship because they’ve observed their flock doesn’t
attend mid-week services. And it's both a scheduling issue - the world no longer
slows down for Holy Week like it used to— and a human condition issue — the stories
of Holy Week challenge us.

But what better way to be challenged and grow than in the context of community?
What better way to fully celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ than to share in
the bodily rituals of foot washing and Communion, and telling the story of Good
Friday? Besides, how can we proclaim new life and resurrection hope without
admitting there are places of crucifixion all around us?
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APRIL 2022 WORSHIP

* We worship in the sanctuary every Sunday at 10:30am

* Services live streamed on our church’s YouTube channel and Face-
Book page.

* Weekly bulletin and announcements available at www.uccseb.org

April 3 - 5th Sunday in Lent / Communion

The Youth Ensemble offers music, we share Communion, and Karym Sanchez is our Guest Preacher. Mr. San-
chez serves as Executive Director of the North Bay Organizing Project (NBOP), to which our church belongs. The
NBOP is a grassroots, multi-racial, and multi-issue organization comprised of over twenty-two faith, environmen-
tal, labor, student and community-based organizations in Sonoma County, uniting people to build leadership for
justice.

April 10 - Palm Sunday
We begin worship with a palm processional, the Chancel Choir offers
sacred music, and Rev. Rachel Knuth preaches a sermon on Luke

19:28-40.

April 14 - Maundy Thursday / Foot Washing / Communion
6:30pm - Sanctuary

At this special evening service led by Rev. Rachel Knuth, we remember
the “mandatum” or “command” to love one another, and experience
this love through the acts of foot washing and sharing Communion.
Our Communion chalice will be filled with “posca,” the wine of the
poor in ancient Rome. The Chancel Choir offers sacred music, led by

Andy DelMonte.

April 15 - Good Friday

DIY Nature Stations of the Cross — Go out in nature on your own or
with a companion, and follow the self-guided “Way of the Cross,” looking for stations of the cross as they're
written into creation. Great for your back yard or on a hike. Pick up your guide in the church office anytime during
Holy Week, appropriate for all ages.

Posca by Carmelle Beaugelin

April 17 - Easter Sunday 9:00am + 11:00am

As we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Handbell Ensemble and Chancel Choir offer music, children
join their families in worship, and Rev. Rachel Knuth shares a sermon on Luke 24:1-12. Christ is Risen Indeed,
Hallelujah!

April 24 - Second Sunday of Eastertide

Andy DelMonte shares music, and we welcome Mr. Darryl Yagi as our Guest Preacher. Mr. Yagi currently serves
as a Minister’s Assistant at Enmaniji Temple (Shin Buddhist) in Sebastopol, and has been an influential school
counselor. He has received many awards throughout his counseling career, including the Counseling Hall of Fame
at Stanford University.

Coming in May... Communion, Rev. Dr. Benjamin J. Broadbent returns on May 8, and celebration of volun-
teers...
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Holy Week & Easter Gatherings
% 6:30 p.m. Tuesday Movie Part 1, “Jesus: His Life,” we begin y
Holy Week telling the stories of Judas and Pilate, each 45 minutes '
long. Viewing hosted by Kathy Matthies in the Media Room. kath-  ["iie
leenmatthies57@gmail.com. 7, : *
% 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday worship service, including foot _
washing and Communion, and music offered by the Chancel Choir, in T o W
the Sanctua
% Anytime Good Friday DIY Nature Stations of the Cross: Did
you know that you can discover the Good Friday story and the cross
written into nature? Come pick up a guide book to help find the way of the cross in your own backyard or on
a Good Friday hike. Go at your own pace, at a time that’s best for you. Come pick up your guide in the church
office starting on Palm Sunday or any day of Holy Week.
% 5:45 p.m. Good Friday Soup with Hot Cross Buns, Fountain Courtyard, hosted by Kathy Matthies: kath-
leenmatthies57@gmail.com. Simple vegetarian soup with savory cross bread rolls.
% 6:30 p.m. Good Friday Movie Part 2, “Jesus: His Life” continues with the stories of Mary Magdalene
and Peter, each 45 minutes long. Viewing hosted by Kathy Matthies in the Media Room. kathleenmatthies57@
gmail.com.
% Anytime Holy Saturday Moment of Silence: The scripture for this day is the story of Joseph of Ari-
mathea providing a tomb for Jesus: Matthew 27:57-66. On your own, observe 5 minutes of silence.
% 9:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship in the Sanctuary
% 11:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship in the Sanctuary

Movie Viewing: Jesus, His Life
By Kathy Matthies

During Holy Week the church will be showing the last two install-

ments of this acclaimed drama series.

Jesus: His Life is about the life of Jesus told by the closest people to him.
It is interviewed and consulted by a diverse group of scholars such as
Robert Cargill, Father Jonathan Morris, Reverend Gabriel Salguero,
Rev. Otis Moss Il and Pastor Susan Sparks The series premiered on

g
] S March 2019 on History Channel. The series is very insightful and a must

HIS LIFE see.

Viewing Schedule:

1. Judas: The Betrayal / Pilate: The Trial Tues, April 12, 6:30 p.m.,
Media Room

2. Mary Magdalene: The Crucifixion / Pete: The Resurrection — Show-
ing Good Friday, April 15 at 6:30 pm
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Children’s Ministry

Children’s Worship with Godly Play continues in the month of April, meeting
Sunday mornings, 10:30-11:30 in the Fountain Courtyard/Room 5, featuring sto-
ries from Godly Play and an art response time. Parents may drop off their children
before sanctuary worship begins, or walk them over after the Children’s Message.
On Communion Sundays (first Sunday of the month), children will return to wor-
ship in time for Communion with their families. For more information, contact Terri
Harper: beelady59@gmail.com.

Holy Week in a Box sets will be available
for all children to take home on Palm Sunday, April 10. Follow the story of

Holy Week with these age-appropriate and simple materials— save them to : ay
use year after year! The sets will be provided at Children’s Worship, for more : _
information contact Terri Harper: beelady59@gmail.com. ¢ / '

Good Friday DIY Nature Stations of the Cross— for Children

Did you know that you can discover the Good Friday story and the cross
written into nature2 Come pick up a children’s guide book to help find the
way of the cross in your own backyard or on a Good Friday hike. Written
by an Episcopal priest, each “station” or stop along your way includes scripture, prayer, wondering question, and
a simple embodied response. Go at your own pace, at a time that's best for you. Come pick up your guide in the
church office starting on Palm Sunday or any day of Holy Week. %

All Church Lenten Hike at the Old Grove in Occidental
February 27, 2022
“Wonderful hike, with conversation and respect for the beautiful place.” Even though this was a multi-
generational hike, we have only pictures of the youth.




Purpose and Connection, Continued from page 1

There are some reasons | think someone should not observe Holy Week, but they are few. It's pretty rare, but
sometimes a person’s brokenness is so fresh that the rituals of Holy Week hurt too much, and are best saved for
next year. Of course, the rituals done in community might be an opportunity for nourishment that would speak di-
rectly to a person experiencing grief. But | could see how an anguished person might need a different kind of Holy
Week this year. Another reason someone might avoid Holy Week is because they believe that eschewing “nega-
tivity” will lead to them being able to “manifest positivity.” This is a bit problematic (God is the one who manifests
new life, and avoiding negative thoughts doesn’t make painful things go away), but | could imagine how that kind
of thinking would keep someone from participating.

But there are some really great reasons we can and should participate in Holy Week, as fully as we are able. Here
are a few:

Because having our feet washed is a way toward humility and grace in community

We see crucifixion written into the world and need a place to acknowledge that

Good Friday speaks to the power of witnessing suffering as a way to change our world

We need our spiritual life to come close to our experience of suffering and death

Our usual schedule is packed, and it's a counter-cultural act of faith to prioritize spirituality before tasks
Holy Week deepens our Easter experience

- K- - K- - -

So if you're starting to catch the Holy Week spirit, we do have some beautiful services and experiences planned
for people of all ages, including “Holy Week in a Box” kits for families to take home, a video series, foot wash-
ing, Communion, a nature hike, and soup with hot cross buns. You can mix-and-match what works best for your
capacity and spiritual needs. Reading scripture each day in the quiet of your home might be what you need this
year. Or following our “Full to the Brim” devotional each day. Or coming to the Maundy Thursday service.

However you participate, | just encourage you to choose Holy Week. Think about where you are in your spiritu-
al life this season, and make a decision that will support your growth, and the flourishing of our community. Of
course I'd love to see you at our mid-week gatherings. But what | want even more is for you to be engaged, fully
engaged, in the spiritual gifts of Holy Week. However you decide to participate, | pray God’s blessing upon your
Holy Week spiritual journey.

And then... Easter morning will dawn, and together we will proclaim, “Christ is Risen, Allelvia Indeed!” &
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Introducing... Our Leadership Council!

by Pastor Rachel
\ x That is the Leadership Council?

I'm so glad you asked! Our Leadership Council is the group of 8 leaders who take a “balcony view” of our whole
church, while pretty much the rest of the congregation is on the “dance floor.” Their primary purpose is to think—
whether doing long-term visioning, being reflective after an event, or strategizing for the future — they are thinking
about our church’s health and well-being. Their Ministry Job Description states that their purpose is to “enable the
congregation to fulfill its mission by providing effective leadership, financial oversight, and strategic vision.”

The LC is made up of one Moderator, four Council Members for Ministry Areas, and three Council Officers for
Resource Areas, and together they provide support and accountability to all of the Teams and Committees in the
church. They’re elected by the congregation at the Annual Meeting in January. Also they are awesome.

There are four people who also attend LC meetings, ex-officio (which means they don't vote): Barbara Deedler
(Clerk), Chris Chang Weeks (Congregational Administrator), and the Pastors.

Some of our Leadership Council Members also volunteer in other ways around the KATHLEEN
church, so they wear several hats. When they’re operating as a Leadership Council Mem-

ber, they’re on the balcony. When they're volunteering to make ministry happen, they're MATTHIES
on the dance floor. You'll know they’re on the balcony when they wear their special LC Council Member for
name tags, which look like this:

Care & Fellowship

One important thing for you, as a member of the church, to know is this:
You can talk to any of the LC members about your ideas and thoughts!

Who is serving on our church Leadership Council?

Bob Curtis: LC Moderator

In Bob’s words... “As the church’s Moderator, | am primarily responsible for the facilitation,
review, and guidance of our church’s Leadership Council. | also serve as support for the
Lead Minister and, together with the Lead Minister, design the Leadership Council meetings
and other gatherings such as the church’s Annual Meeting. “

A Fun Fact about Bob: He met his wife swing dancing, and though he describes himself as
“the worst dancer,” she said yes to dancing with him, reportedly because he didnt have

In Tom’s words...

“The Facilities Committee

1. Is tasked with “managing the church’s physical assets,” i.e., the buildings, grounds,
furniture, appliances, etc.

2. Performs in-house maintenance, repairs and replacement of said assets and often
plans & manages new installations performed by outside vendors, e.g., air filtration

Continued on page 7
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Introducing . . .LC, Continued from page 6
system, new flooring, construction projects, etc.
3. Performs those tasks with very large donations of individual time and effort.”

A Fun Fact about Tom: In one of his previous lives, he was a Head Tennis Professional at a large tennis club, and a
couple lives before that, he was a Drill Sergeant in the U.S. Army.

Deidra Warner: Council Officer for Finance (Treasurer)
- In Deidra’s words... “I am new to the role of treasurer, so am still learning, but | see my
role as supporting and facilitating the rest of the church ministry.”

in her suitcase, and she was not quite sure what that meant2?

Debbie Stewart: Council Officer for Personnel (Secretary)
| In Debbie’s words... “As the Personnel Officer | support staff, the

personnel committee, pastoral relations, nominating committee. |
also maintain current job descriptions.”

A Fun Fact about Debbie: Once when she was at a winery with her camera (one of the
wineries that burned down), she took a beautiful photo and had it printed up. Later she
was thumbing through professional photos at an Art & Wine Event at Sonoma Square, and
a professional had taken the same shot!

Pat Furber: LC Member for Faith Formation
In Pat’s words... “Faith Formation has an excellent volunteer team for Children and Youth Ministry, Our Whole
Lives (OWL) and several Bible studies. We are working on expanding Adult Ministry.”

A Fun Fact about Pat: She was once the pitcher for a women's softball league at our church.
For about ten years, she led the team with her slow pitch, playing games against other
churches at Ragle and fields in Santa Rosa.

Bobbie Johanson: LC Member for Outreach

* In Bobbie’s words... “Outreach is the area where we inter-
face with the wider community outside our congregation. Some of our programs
are the Inter-Church Food Pantry, Adult Mission Trip, Safe Parking and Conestoga
Huts, Faith in Action Team, Second Saturday Lunches, Showers, Bus Passes, and
Christmas Gift Bags.”

A Fun Fact about Bobbie: When she was 9 years old she went to a family camp
outside of Sacramento, where she joined an adult pinochle tournament— and came
in 5th!

Continued on page 8

An Exhibit Worth Seeing: Manzanar: The Wartime Photographs of Ansel Adams
at the Museum of Sonoma County, Now Showing Through May 29

We are familiar with Anzel Adams’ breath-taking photographs of Yosemite. He uses the same clarity of
vision to document the racist incarceration of Japanese Americans during WWII. The exhibition also in-
cludes photos by other photographers of Sonoma County residents before internment. &
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Introducing . . .LC, Continued from page 7

Kathy Matthies: LC Member for Care & Fellowship

In Kathy’s words... “Care & Fellowship is all about connecting people in our con-
gregation— it's the “in-reach” of our community. It includes all the care ministries
like Prayer Shawl Ministry and the Visitation Team, as well as fellowship ministries
like Kinship Hour Hosts, Retreats, and Lily/ Poinsettia Delivery.”

A fun fact about Kathy: She is largely responsible for bringing forward the student
housing accommodations through the SRJIC Accreditation process. Almost every
month she highlighted the need for affordable student housing, and now her per-
sistence has paid off, with students moving in August 2023.

Linda Roa: LC Member for Worship & Arts

In Linda’s words... “The Worship & Arts Ministry Area mostly encompasses what
is visually available to all each Sunday morning— especially decor by the Flower
Team, Music from the Directors and Musicians, Sermons and Liturgies as well as
Communion and Ushering. Unseen is the planning that goes into each week and
season and the coordination of all these groups.”

A Fun Fact about Linda: She once walked 25 miles thru SFO in 1 day, starting at
the north end of Golden Gate Bridge, thru Presidio, Sutro Baths, Golden Gate
Park, Financial District, Chinatown, Civic Center Library, and ending at Embar-
cadero Ferry Building. She did this “because it sounded like fun!”

Ex-Officio folks who attend LC Meetings:

Barbara Deedler: Clerk (Ex-Officio)

In Barbara’s words... “To accurately document and record the proceedings
of the Leadership Council and Congregational meetings. To keep membership
records.”

A Fun Fact about Barbara: About 10 years ago she got a Hole in One at the
Sebastopol Golf Course, it was from 128 yards, on hole 6.

Chris Chang Weeks: Congregational Administrator (Ex-Officio) e . 1 A

In Chris” words... “As the Congregational Administrator, | keep a finger on the pulse
of all that happens at the church. While | work behind the scenes, | am also usually
the first person that people meet when they come to the office.”

A Fun Fact about Chris: Once when she was laid off from work in her 20s, she made
every recipe in one Bon Appetit Magazine issue. She loves to cook!

... And the Pastors participate Ex-Officio too.
If you have questions or feedback at any time throughout the year, please approach
L one of the friendly folks above. %
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Open for Business
A New Recycling & Redemption Center at the Danmar Parking Lot
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Anew Beverage Container Recycling Pilot Program has come to Sebastopol, located at the church’s Danmar
parking lot. The recycling and redemption center is open on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Customers can bring their plastic, glass and aluminum beverage containers separated by mate-
rial type, to be weighed onsite, with a maximum of 25 pounds of each material accepted per customer per day.
Customers can receive payment either by check or Venmo.

This program is made possible through a partnership with the City of Sebastopol, Community Church of Sebasto-
pol, Zero Waste Sonoma and Petaluma Recycling Center, a program of United Cerebral Palsy of the North Bay. &
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Community Behavioral Covenant
By Pastor Rachel

As we emerge from covid, the Leadership Council is drawing our attention to how we want to be together as a
community— what “holy manners” or agreements do we want to make with one another?2 What social norms
have gotten a bit awkward out there in the world, and how can our church be together in Christian community in
the most healthy way possible right now?

The work of the Community Behavioral Covenant team continues... with our second listening circle on April 3, in
the Fireside Room after worship. Join our church Moderator, Bob Curtis, along with Kathy Bell, and Pastor Rachel
for a time to share your thoughts about a Community Behavioral Covenant and what you think ought to be includ-
ed in one for our church. During our time together, we'll briefly talk about what a Behavioral Covenant is, and
give some examples.

We'll also ask you what values you think are important for our church to stand on— and we’ll brainstorm what
the “worst church ever” and “best church ever” might look like. We’d really like to hear your thoughts, and look
forward to being with you. For more information, contact Bob robertfcurtis@gmail.com, Kathy kbellnow@yahoo.
com, or Rachel pastorrachel@uccseb.org. &
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Order Your Easter Lilies for Easter
Purchase Easter lilies that will grace the altar on Easter Sunday. Multiple dedications can be made per plant.
Dedications will be printed in the service bulletin on April 17.

Please return this form, with a check made payable to “Community Church of Sebastopol,” to the church office ky
April 5.

In Honor of
(name of person(s) or event(s))

In Memory of
(name of person(s) or event(s))

Dedicated by
(your name/name of person making the dedication)

Please use a separate form for each Easter Lily. Cost: $15 per plant.

Check One:
3 1 will pick up my Easter Lily after the 11:00 a.m. worship service on Easter

(3 1 will not pick up my Easter Lily, please share it with someone who is homebound

3 I would like to help deliver a Easter Lily to a homebound church member

April Birthdays
1 Sara Margulis . 14 Jim Manchester . 26 Kathleen Matthies
1 Jillian Gonzales {@ 14 Char Mitchell I’E 27 Deidra Warner
1 Charlie Williams 15 Susanna Simms 27 Sharon Fennema
5 Jeff Boal | 15 Scott McGinnis 28 Chris Chang Weeks
5 Becky Wessling 17 Roger Wilson 29 Christine Ford
5 Diane McPherson , 18 Becca Emerson , 29 Brooke Bell
6 Irma Bachelor ' 19 Lorinda Bradley J\ 30 Nancy Dougherty
6 J. Althea 21 Jessa Drury 3 30 Nancy Shimetz
8 David Madden i 21 Russ Reimer i 30 Isabel MacKillop
8 Tristyn Nichols 1 21 Marshall Clark-Cupp / 30 Sabina Malone
8 Jessica Steyn 24 Ethan Arnold-Peterson
8 Lacey Hunter 25 Dave Madsen
10 Kelly McKoin 25 Dennis Olson
11 Tony Given 25 Terri Harper
12 Caitie Carciere 25 Molly Wreden

Page 10


https://www.uccseb.org/docs/Easter%20Lily%20Order%20Form.pdf

Events in April at Community Church

Options for in-person and live-stream worship services. Meetings are held in-person or hybrid. All gatherings must meet the
County Health guidelines. Check for updates on our online calendar at https: / /uccseb.org/ Calendar.php.

April 3 5th Sunday in Lent,10:30 a.m., Sanctuary
Good Enough Lent Group, 9:30
Kinship Time, 11:30 a.m., Bell Tower Courtyard
Behavioral Covenant Listening Circle, 12:00 p.m., Fireside Room
April 4 Board Games, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
April 5 Grounds Team, 9:00 a.m., church campus
Men’s Discussion Group, 11:30 p.m., Bell Tower Courtyard
Handbell Ensemble, 4:30 p.m., Zoom
April 6 Women'’s Bible Study, 10:00 a.m., Classroom 6
Staff Team, 10:00 a.m., Fireside Room
Handbell Ensemble, 2:00 p.m., Sanctuary

April 7 Women'’s Fellowship Card Writing Ministry, 3:00 p.m., Women's Fellowship Rm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 p.m., Choir Room

April 9 Second Saturday Lunch, 11:30 a.m., Bell Tower Courtyard

April 10 Palm Sunday, 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary

Children’s Church, 10:30 a.m., Fountain Courtyard, Memorial Hall
Kinship Time, 11:30 a.m., Bell Tower Courtyard
April 12 Grounds Team, 9:00 a.m., church campus
Handbell Ensemble, 4:30 p.m., Zoom
Holy Week movie series (Part 1), 6:30 p.m., Media Room
Outreach Committee, 7:00 p.m., Fireside Room
April 13 Women'’s Bible Study, 10:00 a.m., Classroom 6
Staff Team, 10:00 a.m., Fireside Room
Handbell Ensemble, 2:00 p.m., Sanctuary

April 14 Maundy Thursday worship service, 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 p.m., Choir Room
April 15 Good Friday Stations of the Cross, DIY

Soup and Hot Cross Buns, 5:45 p.m., Fountain Courtyard
Holy Week movie series (Part 2), 6:30 p.m., Media Room

April 17 Easter Sunday worship, 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary
Kinship Time, 10:15 a.m. & 12:15 p.m. , Bell Tower & Fellowship Hall
April 19 Grounds Team, 9:00 a.m., church campus
Handbell Ensemble, 4:30 p.m., Zoom
April 20 Women'’s Bible Study, 10:00 a.m., Offsite

Staff Team, 10:00 a.m., Fireside Room
Handbell Ensemble, 2:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Leadership Council, 6:30 p.m., Media Room
April 21 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 p.m., Choir Room
April 24 Second Sunday of Eastertide, 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary
Children’s Church, 10:30 a.m., Fountain Courtyard, Memorial Hall
Kinship Time, 11:30 a.m., Bell Tower Courtyard

April 26 Grounds Team, 9:00 a.m., church campus
Handbell Ensemble, 4:30 p.m., Zoom
April 27 Women'’s Bible Study, 10:00 a.m., Offsite

Staff Team, 10:00 a.m., Fireside Room
Handbell Ensemble, 2:00 p.m., Sanctuary
April 28 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:00 p.m., Choir Room
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